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roles with a dedication to success and was in-
strumental in making sure that constituents 
who wrote to me with issues or concerns un-
derstood that we valued their input by helping 
me to provide a timely and thorough response 
to all. Frankie also had a great reputation in 
the District for always looking out for con-
stituent job opportunities in Western North 
Carolina. No matter the day, one thing I could 
always count on was Frankie’s cheerful dis-
position and optimistic outlook on life. 

Frankie should be proud of the service she 
has provided to our District and country. It has 
been an honor to serve with her and as I retire 
from office I wish her the very best in the fu-
ture. Western North Carolina is a better place 
because of her efforts and I will cherish the 
memories of serving with Frankie and the 
team by my side. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing and thanking Frankie Berger for 
her hard work on behalf of all of Western 
North Carolina and to wish her continued suc-
cess in her future endeavors. 
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Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to re-
member a Korean War soldier whose remains 
were returned home to Seneca Falls in New 
York’s Finger Lakes Region. 

Army Cpl. Elmer Kidd was 26 years old 
when he died in 1950 at the Battle of the 
Chosin Reservoir in North Korea. 

Cpl. Kidd’s 80-year-old sister welcomed 
home her brother’s remains at Hancock Air-
port in Syracuse, New York last week for a fu-
neral and military burial at Sampson Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery in Romulus. We are 
thankful that his remains are home and we 
maintain hope that all of our soldiers who die 
in war are also returned home to their final 
resting place. 

We owe a world of gratitude to the men and 
women who have stepped forward and offered 
themselves for our nation. From Lexington and 
Concord to the present day, hundreds of thou-
sands of men and women died in the defense 
of human rights both here and in foreign 
lands. We are here today in an open society 
because of brave individuals like Cpl. Kidd. He 
represents the best of the Finger Lakes and of 
the United States. He paid the highest price 
so that the idea of freedom for all people will 
continue to move forward. 

May we humbly honor and remember Elmer 
Kidd’s sacrifice for our nation. 
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Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ask unani-
mous consent to enter ‘‘Ronald Hamowy, 
R.I.P.’’ by Stephen Cox of Liberty Unbound 
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. The piece 

pays tribute to Ronald Hamowy, one of the lib-
ertarian movement’s most gifted scholars, who 
passed away on September 8 of this year. 

As a student in New York, Ronald Hamowy 
attended the seminar of the great Austrian 
economist Ludwig Von Mises. While attending 
the Mises seminar, Hamowy become friends 
with a group of other young libertarian schol-
ars. These young scholars banded together in 
the ‘‘Circle Bastiat,’’ named after the great 
19th century French free-market economist. 
The Circle Bastiat served as a combination in-
tellectual support group and social club for the 
handful of libertarian scholars studying, work-
ing, and living in New York City in the late for-
ties and fifties. Members of the Circle Bastiat, 
whose leader was Mises’ heir and founder of 
the modern libertarian movement Murray 
Rothbard, would go on to play key roles in de-
veloping and popularizing the ideas of liberty. 

In the 1960s, Hamowy studied under future 
Nobel Laureate F.A. Hayek at the University of 
Chicago’s School of Social Thought. While at 
Chicago, Hamowy was one of the founders 
and editors of the New Individualist Review. 
This publication, which lasted from 1961– 
1968, featured contributions from almost every 
leading libertarian and conservative thinker of 
the time. 

In addition to helping edit the publication, 
Ronald Hamowy wrote several significant 
pieces for New Individualist Review. Of par-
ticular relevance to today is Hamowy’s article 
on how conservative’s support for a militaristic 
foreign policy was causing them to abandon 
their commitment to limited, constitutional gov-
ernment and individual liberty. I believe history 
has shown that Hamowy was correct to warn 
conservatives that allowing claims of ‘‘national 
security’’ to justify enormous intrusions into 
our economic and personal lives, would inevi-
tably lead conservatives to abandon all pre-
tense of supporting limited government. 

Hamowy was a lonely voice in the sixties. At 
that time most professed believers in free-mar-
kets supported an interventionist foreign pol-
icy, while most professed supporters of peace 
supported the welfare-regulatory state. In fact, 
the majority of support for the view that one 
should oppose both the warfare and the wel-
fare state came from members of the Circle 
Bastiat and those influenced by their writings. 
Fortunately, a new generation of conservative 
activists has rediscovered the truths kept alive 
by thinkers like Hamowy and his Circle Bastiat 
colleagues regarding the link between free- 
markets, limited government, and a non-inter-
ventionist foreign policy. 

From 1969 to 1998, Ronald Hamowy was a 
professor of intellectual history at the Univer-
sity of Alberta. During this time, he was also 
associated with a number of free-market insti-
tutions, including the Ludwig Von Mises Insti-
tute, the CATO Institute, and the Independent 
Institute. During the early eighties, Ronald 
Hamowy edited CATO’s magazine Inquiry and 
more recently he served as distinguished fel-
low of social thought at CATO. He also wrote 
many articles and monographs for the Frazer 
Institute, Canada’s leading free-market think- 
tank. 

One of Ronald Hamowy’s most significant 
contributions to the liberty movement was his 
work undermining the intellectual jurisdiction 
for the nonsensical and disastrous drug wars. 
Hamowy also produced important work con-
cerned the dangers of allowing government to 
control health care. His interest, and expertise, 

in the dangers of government health care 
should come as no surprise. After all, here 
was a leading liberation scholar, a student of 
Mises and Hayek and a close friend of 
Rothbard’s, living with Canadian socialized 
medicine. Hamowy thus combined his knowl-
edge of Austrian economics and libertarian 
politician theory with his own observations on 
the failures of the Canadian system. Those 
looking for intellectual ammunition in the fight 
to repeal the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act and replace it with true free-market 
health care policies certainly can benefit from 
reading Haymow’s work on the subject, such 
as his 2007 book Government and Public 
Health in America and his 1984 book Cana-
dian Medicine: a Study in Restricted Entry. 

Ronald Hamowy will be missed by his many 
friends in the liberty movement. Fortunately, 
he leaves behind a substantial body of work 
promoting the ideas of liberty that can benefit 
future scholars and activists interested in ad-
vancing liberty. 

[From Liberty, Sept. 9, 2012] 
RONALD HAMOWY, R.I.P. 

(By Stephen Cox) 
Ronald Hamowy, who honored Liberty by 

becoming one of its Contributing Editors, 
died at 11:30 a.m. on September 8, in a hos-
pital in Baltimore. The final cause of death 
was sepsis. Ronald had suffered for years 
from heart and kidney problems, and he had 
been hospitalized for several months. 

He was one of the libertarian movement’s 
most important and vital scholars. An histo-
rian of the 18th century, he was known for 
his impeccable standards of research and 
writing. To discerning researchers of the En-
lightenment—left, right, or center—his word 
was law. If there was a scholarly myth or il-
lusion, he was the one who was trusted to 
puncture it. He was the person who meticu-
lously set things straight. Many times, when 
I have mentioned his name in an academic 
conversation, the reply has been, ‘‘Ronald 
Hamowy! You know him?!’’ 

For libertarians, Ronald will always be 
recognized as a bright star of the post-World 
War II generation—but unlike many other 
grand old men of this or that era, he never 
became a Grand Old Man. He retained to the 
end his youthful joy and sense of first dis-
covery. To him, any new fact—or any old 
movie, viewed on his constant friend, Turner 
Classics—was a pleasure to be greeted as if it 
were the first one in the universe. Even when 
ensconced as chairman of an august intellec-
tual conference, Ronald let his eyes sparkle 
and his mouth crinkle with laughter, and 
with some little Count Basie-like verbal ges-
ture he set the whole house laughing with 
his infectious wit. 

Ronald was born in 1937, in Shanghai, 
China, the scion of a cosmopolitan Jewish 
family. His father was born in Syria; his 
beautiful and beloved mother in Egypt. He 
grew up in New York, where he supported 
himself with a number of jobs (one of them 
was running the streets, selling pop records). 
During his graduate work at the University 
of Chicago, he co-edited (with Ralph Raico) 
the New Individualist Review, a lively, beau-
tifully produced libertarian intellectual 
journal. If you read it today, you will be sure 
to enjoy every word of it. Liberty—this jour-
nal—was consciously modeled on the Amer-
ican Mercury and the New Individualist Re-
view. 

The most important thing was Ronald’s 
ability to distinguish pseudo-individualism 
from the real thing. Nothing could be too 
real for him. 

Ronald’s advisor at Chicago was Fredrich 
Hayek, but Hayek contributed little to Ron-
ald’s studies. Hayek was above it all. Ronald 
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